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Guidelines for Ordering CT Scan in Adults with Acute Head Injury

Absolute indications:

1) GCS < 15 in the absence of intoxicant
2) Deteriorating level of consciousness
3) Depressed skull fracture

Consider CT scan in the following situation:

1) GCS 15 - At the discretion of the physician. Risk factors to consider:
- Abnormal examination suggesting a focal lesion
- Skull fracture in children
- Extremes of age
- Mechanism of injury such as pedestrian struck
- Bleeding diathesis
- Severe persistent symptoms such as headache or vomiting
- Prolonged loss of consciousness
- Multiple trauma with head injury requiring general anesthetic

2) GCS < 15 with intoxicant - Consider observation initially. CT scan at
discretion of physician if:

- Patient has other risk factors

- Level of consciousness does not improve or is inconsistent with
blood alcohol level
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